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9 September 2011

Dear Friends of the Liesbeek member,

I  have  recently  become  fascinated  by  the  ways  in  which  interest  groups 
contribute to better management of natural resources, and in so doing, are building 
valuable local knowledge and skills to improve the urban environment. 

My Honours thesis seeks to find out how volunteers, who may not have any 
specialist  knowledge  of  ecology,  are  able  to  develop  a  working  knowledge and 
understanding of ecological processes and habitats in a riverine environment. I want 
to capture this information using a relatively simply tool  called the Urban River 
Survey, which is used to gather information about the river and also to stimulate 
further discussion about the ecology of an urban river. 

May I ask you to assist me with this project? I would like to test this survey tool  
with various groups of people including members of the Friends of the Liesbeek. I  
intend establishing a group of 4 or 5 people, who will take a leisurely walk with me 
along  two  well  known  stretches  of  the  Liesbeek:  between  Rouwkoop  Road, 
Rondebosch, and Esme Road, Newlands.  The task is very simple: to complete the 
Urban River Survey and then to talk about the experience in the small  group. I  
would really appreciate it if you would be available to participant in one of these 
groups. I would like to invite you to attend one of the walks planned for Friday, 16 th 

September at 17:15 or Saturday, 17th September at 11:00 – it should demand no 
more than 1 hour of your time. 

If  you are willing to participate,  kindly  email  me on  rbrkat004@uct.ac.za by 
20:30 on Wednesday and let  me know which of  the abovementioned times are 
suitable for you.

Many thanks, in anticipation,

Kate Robertshaw
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